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Rationale  
Plenaries are essential to linking children’s learning to assessment. It provides the 
opportunity for children to assess their learning from their intended learning outcome and 
success criteria. It enables children to discuss their learning and next steps that they would 
take to improve or challenge themselves. Fisher (2002) explains that one of the main reasons 
to finish with a plenary is to allow the children to explain how they have arrived at an answer 
and what skills they may have used to achieve this. This allows children to expand on 
appropriate language and provides them the opportunity to understand how to apply new 
processes to different aspects of learning (Department for Education and Skills, 2004). 
 
Aims  
The aim of this enquiry is to deepen the understanding of how different plenary strategies 
may affect learning outcomes within a primary classroom. 
 
Methodology  
This enquiry was conducted using a primary four class over a three week period. Two 
different plenary approaches were used for two weeks and then the evidence was gathered to 
compare the results with using a different plenary approach for the final week. Learning 
intentions and success criteria were shared with children at the beginning of the lessons and 
were displayed on the interactive board. All plenaries enabled the children to engage in 
discussion with the class teacher on recapping their learning and new information that they 
had learned or built on. 
 
The three different plenary approaches that were used for assessment were traffic light cards 
and recapping with discussion, fist of five and recapping with discussion and exit passes and 
recapping. The Green Traffic card meant children have understood and achieved their 
criteria, amber meant that the child worked towards the criteria but required some support 
and red indicated that the children experienced difficulty in achieving their criteria. The Fist 
of Five worked in a similar way to the traffic lights, five fingers meaning children have 
achieved their criteria, three fingers meant they required some support and a fist meant they 
experienced difficulty in achieving the criteria. Additionally, the children then discussed with 
their shoulder partner about one or two things they felt they had achieved in the lesson, and 
one step they would take to improve their learning or to challenge themselves for their next 
steps. The children were then provided with the opportunity to share with the class and 
teacher about their discussions.  
 
The final week involved the children completing Exit Passes where they wrote down one or 
two things they felt they did well and one thing they would improve or challenge themselves 



with. These exit passes were then collected and the data was analysed using teacher 
judgement based on pupil interaction during the lesson.   
 
 
Findings  
The findings provided the opportunity to see if the children are understanding their learning 
and how they can improve for their next steps. This also enabled the opportunity to see if the 
whole class was ready to move on, or if some children required additional time to understand 
their learning more. The findings also showed that the children were more engaged in 
discussion based plenaries using the Fist of Five and Traffic Light Card approaches rather 
than the Exit Passes. For children who require additional support in writing, the exit passes 
proved more difficult for them to articulate their learning, which in turn provided inaccurate 
data. The children were then asked which plenary approach they preferred which made them 
think more about their learning which is detailed in figure 1.  
 

 
Figure 1. 
 
The children provided responses to why they preferred each approach which included: 
“I like the traffic light cards because you can see if we need help.” 
“I don’t like the exit pass because we don’t get to discuss as much.” 
“I like the Fist to Five because you can choose the options to show how much you know from 
0-5.” 
“The exit passes are harder because we have to write down instead of discussing our 
learning.” 
Pupils displayed a good understanding of why we use plenaries and how they can affect our 
learning (shown in figure 1.1). The majority of pupils were able to articulate that the 
discussion and assessment strategies can help understand where they are with their learning 
and how to progress. 
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Figure 1.1 
 
When first introducing these techniques within the plenary, some children lacked confidence 
in giving themselves a better mark. In contrast, some children were over confident and their 
reflections did not match their written work. This, however, became less of an issue over time 
as the children could use the discussion opportunities to reflect on their learning too.  
 
Conclusions  
It is evident that using different plenary approaches can have an effect on the learning 
outcome. The pupils enjoyed engaging in discussion based plenaries and usingAssessment is 
For Learning  (AifL) strategies such as traffic lights and fist of five. The pupils were less 
interested in using the exit pass as it required more written based work and proved difficult 
for children who require additional support in writing. The study has shown that discussion 
based plenaries were more effective for this age group, whereas the upper school may have 
different conclusions. The exit passes had a negative effect for the intended learning outcome 
as some children could not write down what they had learned. The traffic lights and fist to 
five approach had a positive effect on the intended learning outcome as pupils discussed and 
assessed their learning. A discussion based plenary allows issues to be explored in more 
depth and to cover concepts introduced in lessons (Siraj-Blatchford et al., 2011). 
 
Implications for Future Practice 
The enquiry was small scaled and further research would help validate the information that 
was collected to make a more accurate conclusion. Further questions have been raised as to 
whether the continuation of using the exit passes would be implemented as these were not 
beneficial for all pupils. Possible next steps would be to allow the children who require 
support to discuss their learning with me before writing down their answers. It has been 
found that using these approaches within the plenary have allowed the children to become 
more confident and honest which in turn allows them to progress in their learning.  
 
 
 

Do	plenaries	help	you	understand	your	learning?	

Yes	 No	 Don't	Know	
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