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Rationale  
Plenaries are an important part of any lesson as they give pupils the opportunity to reflect on 
what they have learned and achieved during a teaching period. Furthermore, plenaries can 
also provide time to celebrate good work and learning outcomes.  It is essential for pupils to 
understand what progress they have made and also demonstrate what they have learned.  
Evidence of progression is key to any learning that takes place within the classroom and 
plenaries provide an opportunity to draw together, summarise and direct learning, so that 
pupils focus on what is important, what they have learned, the progress they have made and 
their next steps.  Not only can pupils identify what they have learned through plenaries, but 
also importantly they can identify what skills they have used to achieve the intended learning 
(Fisher, 2002).  By transferring these skills, children can make links between the learning in 
one lesson and learning in another or to the everyday real world (Mayer and Wittrock, 1996). 
 
Aims  
The aim of this practioner enquiry was to explore how different plenary strategies affect 
intended learning outcomes within a primary classroom.  The focus on this particular enquiry 
was a discussion-based plenary. 
 
Methodology 
Children in a primary two class were introduced to the Lands of Learning – so-called “lands” 
which represent four different learning pathways i.e. different ways in which the children feel 
they have learned and what skills they have used to achieve such learning.  The children 
choose one land – the land in which they feel is most appropriate to how they have met the 
success criteria of a given lesson. These lands are as follows: 
 

1. The Land of Learning Together – “I have been learning with others, we are sharing 
our ideas and developing our skills together.” 

2. The Land of Previous Learning – “I have learned about this before and now I am 
building on what I already know.” 

3. The Land of Equipment – “I sometimes need equipment or other resources to help me 
learn and develop my skills.” 

4. The Land of New Adventures – “This learning is new so I can explore and experiment 
to develop my skills.” 

 
These lands were displayed on one of the classroom walls as a “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory” theme simply to engage the children and encourage them to talk about their learning 
through a context of lands within Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory.  At the end of a lesson, 
the children were invited up group at a time to stick their name onto whichever land they felt 



was best suited in explaining their learning journey i.e. how they achieved their learning and 
the skills they used to do this. They then discussed with their partner which land they had 
chosen and why, and some of the children then shared this information with the whole class.  
The lands were used as a plenary over a four-week period, ensuring the children linked them 
to the initial learning intention and success criteria, which was shared at the beginning of 
each lesson.  Data was collected and analysed based on qualitative interactions and 
discussions as well as professional judgement. 
 
 
Findings  
It was found that first and foremost pupils thoroughly enjoyed using the lands as part of the 
lessons.  They were very engaged and after being introduced to them overtime they would 
ask, “Are we going to do our learning lands today?” due to how eager they were talk about 
and share their learning journeys. Interestingly, it was also found that out of class of twenty-
six children, there was always a varied response to how the children had learned, i.e. different 
children chose different lands. For example, during a Maths lesson on money and giving 
change, 15 chose the Land of Learning Together, 3 chose Previous Learning, 5 chose Using 
Equipment and 2 chose New Adventure (see figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1. 
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Learning Lands Reason why/Skills used 
Learning Together (15) “I worked with my partner playing 

shopkeeper to work out how much change I 
would need to give.” 

Previous Learning (3) “I already know how to take away and was 
able to do this to give change by taking the 
smallest amount of money away from the 
largest.” 

Equipment (5) “I used coins and money cards to help me 
work out how to give change” 

New Adventure (2) “This was something new for me that I had 
never learned about before|” 

Table 1. 
 
The children’s reasons for choosing these lands were different as were the skills they used 
and some of these responses are identified in Table 1.  Over the four week period, the 
children became more confident in talking about their learning and were all able to identify 
not only what they had learned but what skills they used to achieve the learning intended.  
Some also commented on what they found difficult or easy in lessons and from this we had a 
discussion on their next steps i.e. what they were going to work on for next time or challenge 
themselves.  This was all whole class discussion based and the children were very confident 
in having these conversations. 
 
 
Conclusions 
These findings suggest that discussion-based plenaries allow pupils to not only give answers 
but also explain how they arrived at them and the skills they needed to use.  In the process of 
explaining, pupils develop and use appropriate language, which can then be encouraged to 
see how their learning processes can be transferred to other areas. Furthermore, pupils can 
identify their next steps for learning and areas of learning in either which they found tricky or 
that they are going to challenge themselves, and children will tell you this themselves. The 
findings also confirm that irrespective of any teaching that takes place, children learn in 
different ways and so by them identifying how they have learned this gives practitioners a 
sound understanding to each individual in their class which is important for planning the next 
steps in learning and getting it right for every child.  It is evident that giving children 
opportunities to talk about their learning is a key factor to understanding their individual 
progress and also how they learn from their point of view.  A discussion-based plenary allows 
issues to be explored in more depth and to cover concepts introduced in lessons (Siraj-
Blatchford et al., 2011).  
 
 
Implications for Future Practice  
This enquiry was small scaled and further research would help validate the information that 
was collected to make a more accurate conclusion.  Possible next steps would be to provide 
more opportunities for children to simply talk about their learning such as learning 
conversations and learning journals, both also very effective tools for assessment. It has been 
found that using discussion-based approaches within plenaries has allowed the children to 
become more confident and honest in talking about their learning, which in turn allows them 



to better progress as the practioner is more aware of how the children in their class have 
achieved the intended learning outcomes and the skills they used to do so. Whole class 
discussion-based plenaries are also worthwhile since pupils can identify how their peers have 
learned, perhaps in a way different from them and by seeing things from a different 
perspective this also broadens their understanding of things and the world around them.  
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