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Rationale  
Formative assessment is using information, provided by pupils, to adapt your teaching and 
confirm learning is taking place in the classroom. Assessment for learning has been a 
prominent component for Curriculum for excellence since its launch. CFE’s principles for 
curriculum design assist teachers’ in their practice and a basis for evaluation and 
improvement (Education Scotland), this can be supported through the use of AIFL. With the 
curriculum outlining the importance of personalisation, feedback and pupil voice, it is 
important to investigate ways in which pupil voice can be successfully collected, presented 
and utilised to develop the pupils learning experience.  As such, a number of strategies have 
been employed by teachers to assist pupils in understanding their learning and leading their 
next steps. This enquiry will investigate the impact an exit pass can have on one primary 
school class.    
 
Aims 
The aim of this enquiry is to determine if providing a primary school class with the prospect 
to feedback on a lesson would impact future teaching and learning.  
 
Methodology  
This research is based on a class of 25 primary school pupils of mixed ability. All pupils were 
informed that research was taking place and an explanation of the research was given. The 
class agreed that pupil voice is extremely important in a classroom. Pupils were provided 
with exit passes in the form of a google form on an IPad with a question relating to a lesson 
they have just learned. The class were familiar with Ipads and find them engaging. The 
questions were both open and closed questions which allowed for both qualitative and 
quantitative data to be gathered. This gave the pupils opportunity to provide feedback as 
detailed as the felt necessary. This also allowed me to understand what the children had 
learned that lesson and any opinions, problems or general comments I could feedback to the 
class the next day. These questions included all three exit pass categories, documenting 
learning (understanding of what has been learned), evaluating the effectiveness of instruction 
(what was or was not understand) and emphasizing the process of learning (what they 
enjoyed or found helpful), listed by Fisher and Frey (2004).  



 
 
 
Findings  
 
Prompts that document learning 
 
The findings give insight into if each pupil understood the learning intention for that day. 
This impacted the learning as if pupils were not understanding what the intention was for this 
lesson we would recap the lesson from a different angle, possibly a different media or 
through different style of working such as paired work or team work to give peer explanation.  
This information was provided by a closed question and the figures over a 3 day period are 
shown in figure 1. 94% of the class understood the learning intentions of three different 
subjects over 3 days.  
 

  
 
 
Prompts that evaluate the effectiveness of instruction 
These questions were provided in a closed format but the children were able to comment in 
the open section at the end. This findings from this question presented me with the data in 
what the children in the class felt they learned most when using. It was highlighted that the 
majority of children felt IPads helped with learning and group discussion the least. I found 
this enlightening as I often will use group work in my class as a teaching style. I also found it 
interesting the class majority preferred learning through I-pads and I have to question if this 
is due to the novelty factor of using this technology and if it will wear off after multiple uses.  
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Prompts that emphasize the process of learning 
This impacted my teaching as I interpreted the information each day and addressed any 
misgivings, questions and/or concentrated on what the class found interesting from the 
previous lesson. As an example our topic was natural disasters and in an exit pass the 
children wanted to know ‘more about forest fires’, ‘what do you do in a tsunami’, ‘has there 
been natural disasters in Scotland’. I then understood what was engaging the class and 
delivered lessons on each of these questions.  
 
Conclusions  
From such a small timescale and small group no solid conclusion can be formed from this 
enquiry. In reference to the enquiry question, ‘What is the impact on teaching and learning 
when children use an exit pass’, the impact was enlightening for both myself and the pupils. 
Gaining pupil voice through exit passes informed my teaching for the next lesson as it 
included going over parts of previous lessons and focusing on elements that we would have 
otherwise only touched upon. Pupil voice allowed reflection upon what the class found 
interesting and allowed for the class to become more engaged and interested in their learning. 
The planning and delivery of my lessons was adapted to the results from exit passes as the 
pupil voice dictated teaching styles and amount of technology used in learning.  Enquiring 
further into the implications of exit passes would help enhance the quality of data. Asking 
children of different ages and stages to take part over a longer time period would enhance the 
enquiry. Limitations which are acknowledged within this enquiry are if children lied when 
answering closed questions such as ‘Did you understand today’s learning intention?’, If I-
pads are novelty or truly impacting on learning and if all pupil voices are heard, if children 
are shy they may not answer accordingly.   
 
Implications for Future Practice  
This enquiry has enlightened and informed my perspective in relation to my teaching style 
and evaluating the learning that has taken place in a lesson. I regard this enquiry as a 
constructive and helpful experience when reading what pupils think of the lesson I have 
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taught. It has informed me a great deal about what pupils learn and want from a lesson. This 
enquiry has provided the pupils with an opportunity to explain their thoughts about the lesson 
and reflect. It has most significantly let the pupils know their voice is heard and incorporated 
into lessons. Their feedback has had a profound impact in their engagement, involvement and 
success in lessons. The children are excited to suggest knew topics and are more inquisitive 
in class as a result of discussion on engaging questions.  
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