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Rationale 

Part of the Standards for Full Registration is to have knowledge and understanding of the 
importance of research and engagement in professional enquiry. As a group, we had hoped to 
meet this standard whilst also having the opportunity to explore a fundamental aspect of 
modern teaching and learning; formative assessment. By using two stars and a wish as a 
means of peer assessment, pupils were given the opportunity to engage with their peers and 
evaluate their progress. As stated in Building the Curriculum 5, (Scottish Government, 2010) 
children ‘do well when engaging fully in their learning… and reviewing their progress.’		

Aims 
The aim of this enquiry was to find out what happened when pupils used two stars and a wish 
as a form of peer assessment. 

Methodology 
The enquiry took place over a three week period with both a first and second year science 
class. Both classes were given the same tasks and data was collected using a variety of 
methods – observation, conversations between pupils, jotter work, and questionnaires.  

Pupils were asked to critique the work of their partner following experimental work, using 
two stars and a wish. The pupils were asked to be constructive and wishes such as ‘keep up 
the good work’ were not permitted. Examples of what could be used as stars and wishes were 
given. Pupils completed their two stars and a wish on small pieces of paper and passed them 
to their partner. 

At the end of the three week period, the pupils were given a simple questionnaire to express 
their views on the use of peer assessment and how effectively they were able to provide 
feedback for their peers based on the success criteria. 

Findings 
Pupils expressed their dislike of using two stars and a wish prior to carrying out this enquiry. 
There was a general feeling that it had been overused at primary and they struggled to think 
of anything constructive to write for their peers. They showed a good understanding of the 
fact that the stars were things they did well and the wish was to be something to work on, not 
something they are bad at. 

Having said this, the pupils engaged with the use of two stars and a wish. They noted that 
using it to assess practical work within science, seemed more useful than how they had 
previously used it at primary school, or in other subjects where it was only based on written 
work.  

From an S1 class of 19, 14 pupils stated that they felt the use of two stars and a wish as a 
form of peer assessment helped them improve in their practical work and 5 stated they 
thought it didn’t help. 



From an S2 class of 16, 10 pupils stated that they felt the use of two stars and a wish as a 
form of peer assessment, helped them improve in their practical work, 3 stated they thought it 
didn’t help and 3 stated that they were unsure of the impact it had had. 

Pupils provided various comments as to why they liked peer assessment such as “I like to 
know in my peers’ opinion, what I am good at and what I need to work on.” However, they 
also provided comment as to why they disliked peer assessment such as “I prefer to have my 
own opinions” and “it doesn’t really make a difference to my work”. 

I found that pupils initially were being too vague with their wishes, stating things like their 
partner needed to “pay more attention”. With some teacher input, they were able to link it 
more directly to the task and the success criteria. I found that the pupils who excelled at 
practical work, were often left with wishes like “keep up the good work”. This was noted 
early on and pupils were made aware that their feedback had to be more constructive. 

Conclusions 
It was evident that pupils generally enjoyed giving and receiving feedback from their peers. 
Pupils showed a good understanding of how it could be beneficial and why it was being used 
and showed that they liked this method of formative assessment. Pupils who did not like it or 
who were unsure of its impact, were the pupils who struggled most to provide constructive 
feedback and perhaps did not fully understand the application of this method. 

Implications for Future Practice 
I think that two stars and a wish would be a good method of formative assessment to carry on 
with in my future practice, however, more emphasis would have to be put on ensuring pupils 
have a better initial understanding of what a constructive piece of feedback could be.  

Two stars and a wish appears to have had a positive impact on the learners in my class, as 
most pupils noted that they enjoyed the process and appreciated the feedback from their 
peers. I think with more modelling of how to word feedback, even the pupils who expressed 
dislike would feel that the feedback they received,  is relevant and beneficial to their learning. 
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