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How does self-assessment impact on pupil learning? 
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Rationale 
 
Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) (Scottish Executive, 2006) encourages a child 
centered approached to learning. It focusses on teachers becoming facilitators of learning to 
ensure that each child is given the same high expectations in order to reach their full 
potential. Through the use of assessment, in particular, self-assessment, the child is able to 
reflect upon their own work and use their assessment to inform their next steps, therefore 
taking responsibility of their own learning. In addition to this, with the introduction of 
Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) (Scottish Government, 2011) it is the responsibility of 
teachers to apply assessment in a way that will enhance learning by informing potential next 
steps as well as identifying any areas that may need to be revisited. 
 
Aims 
 
The aim of this enquiry was to assess the impact of increased self-assessment in the 
classroom. 
 
Methodology 
 

• Method 1 – 2 stars and a wish 
• Method 2 – giving children a narrative writing checklist 
• Method 3 – comparing assessment accuracy 

 
This enquiry was conducted using a P3/4 class of 22 children, over a period of four weeks 
during taught writing sessions. The self-assessment strategy used was the “2 stars and a wish” 
method and this was implemented by giving each child a narrative writing checklist. 
(Appendix 1.) This checklist was stapled into each child’s jotter prior to the writing lesson 
with the success criteria highlighted to ensure the children knew what their focus was. During 
the enquiry, the children self assessed after proof reading their writing and chose their “2 
stars” (what they had done correctly) and their “wish” independently, using the checklist for 
guidance. The children then used their “wish” to inform their next steps for the next writing 
input. The children were also assessed on the accuracy of their assessment by comparing it to 
the work produced as well as teacher comments.  
 
Findings 
 
As a result of the implication of the self-assessment checklist, the children became more 
accurate in their next steps and increasingly used their next steps as the enquiry progressed. 
Initially, in the first week, the children tended to mark themselves highly and their reflections 
were not always true, as illustrated in Table 1 below. After an additional input explaining the 
importance of honestly, most of the children began to reflect on their work more seriously 
and truthfully. Towards the end of the enquiry, as shown in Table 2, the children became 
more reflective with their work and used their next steps as a personal target for the following 
week. They began to understand the importance of striving for better and no longer seen the 
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“wish” as negative. Appendices two and three demonstrate pupil A’s progression over two 
weeks. Appendix two, illustrates that pupil A’s next steps for that week are to work on using 
full stops correctly. In appendix three, the following week’s checklist shows that pupil A has 
taken on board the target from the previous week and implemented it into their work, and a 
new “wish” has been created. Before each writing input the children were encouraged to look 
back on their previous work to ensure they were aware of their focus for that week. However, 
there were still some children who would continue to ignore their target. Upon looking at 
their checklists, they would tick and cross the same boxes and consistently have the same 
wish, thus showing no progression or improvement, despite additional support from class 
teacher when completing it.  
 
Table 1 
31.01.17 Yes No 
Used their next steps 11 children 11 children 
2 stars and wish were accurate 12 children 10 children 
 
Table 2 
28.02.17 Yes No 
Used their next steps 15 children 7 children 
2 stars and wish were accurate 17 children 5 children 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Despite the short period of time in which this enquiry was implemented, the results show an 
overall improvement and understanding of self-assessment and its benefits. This enquiry 
suggests that with the use of self-assessment, the overall learning and teaching within the 
classroom is improved. Most of the children took responsibility as well as lead their own 
learning. Their reflections were more accurate as they corresponded with teacher comments 
and they actively implemented their next steps, with some achieving the short term target the 
following week. However, it is important to note that this was only one form of self-
assessment, perhaps other methods would have engaged those children who did not fully 
participate.  
 
Implications for Future Practice 
 
Due to the success of this enquiry, I will continue to implement self-assessment techniques in 
order to improve pupil learning. These assessments provide valuable feedback to both the 
teacher and pupil involved. This is in turn results in small successes being recognized and 
celebrated, next steps being identified and implemented, as well as the identification of areas 
of learning that may have to be revised.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Danielle	Mulraney	

	 3	

Bibliography 
 
Scottish Executive (2006) Getting it Right for Every Child, available online at 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/Young-People/gettingitright/what-is-girfec  
 
Scottish Government (2005) Assessment is for Learning information sheet, available online 
at http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2005/09/20105413/54156  
 
Scottish Government (2011) Curriculum for Excellence, Building the Curriculum 5: A 
Framework for Assessment, available online at 
http://www.gov.scot/resource/doc/341834/0113711.pdf  
 
 
 
Appendix 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Danielle	Mulraney	

	 4	

 
Appendix 2.  
(21.02.17) 
 

 
 
 
Appendix 3.  
(28.02.17) 
 

 


