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Rationale 
Self-reflection could be considered a key aspect of the teaching profession to ensure that 
pupils are learning what was intended and enjoy lessons that are of great importance. Black 
and Wiliam (2001) argue that for assessment to function formatively, the results have to be 
used to adjust teaching and learning. I have always had a passion for ensuring lessons are 
enjoyable and continually improved to ensure learners are engaged throughout. Plenary 
activities have been used in my classes previously, although have yet to play a crucial part 
within my lessons. With this in mind, this enquiry will seek to find if pupil’s understanding 
of what they have learned is consolidated. 
 
Aims  
This enquiry aims to investigate what impact plenary activities have on pupils’ reflection and 
consolidation of learning. 
 
Methodology 
The plenary activities for this professional enquiry were implemented in an S1  Broad 
General Education (BGE) Craft, Design and Technology class one period a week over the 
course of one month. Throughout this enquiry, pupils worked on a one-point perspective 
drawing unit. Learning intentions were on display throughout the period and the success 
criteria was given during each task. The plenary activity implemented during the close of 
each class was the use of exit passes. Exit passes were used to allow pupils to reflect on what 
they had learned in relation to the learning intentions, assess how well they worked based on 
the success criteria, and to feedback what they enjoyed or disliked about the lesson. Pupils’ 
exit passes were collected to form qualitive feedback confirming active reflection of learning. 
In addition, to ensure that pupils’ learning was effectively improving, classroom observations 
were used to evaluate how pupils engagement with tasks were affected by the plenary 
activities. It was important that pupils could evaluate the plenary activity to find out if pupils’ 
felt that it had a positive impact on their learning. 
 
Findings 
Pupils responded positively to the implementation of a plenary in each lesson. Pupils were 
honest in their responses which greatly benefitted teacher reflections to enable responsive 
planning and ensure that next steps in teaching learning were meeting pupils’ needs. At the 
beginning of the enquiry, pupils had very limited responses in their exit notes, using basic 
comments such as “I learned how to draw cubes”. The lesson intention displayed clearly 
focussed on the use of one point perspective technique. When questioned through the lesson, 



pupils were discussing the use of perspective, although it was the task of drawing multiple 
cubes that they felt most important to comment. Pupils with higher ability focussed their 
responses on the drawing type, one such statement read “I learned how to draw cubes using 
one point perspective”, another pupil responded “I learned to draw using vanishing points” a 
clear indication that this pupil referred to the learning intentions. Contrary to the previous 
point, when pupils assessed themselves based on the success criteria, pupils were very 
informative with their responses where they would comment on how realistic their drawings 
looked. When analysing the class’ responses, only 15% of exit notes had meaningless 
assessments, simply stating “good”, “not bad”, etc.  
 
The evidence from the beginning of the enquiry shows that most pupils were engaged with 
their learning, however, the pupils’ perception of the lessons’ intentions were not exactly 
what was intended. Reflecting upon this, it was possible to ensure that there was more 
continuous emphasis on learning intentions during the next period. In the following weeks, 
learning intentions were emphasised throughout the period to reinforce exactly what was 
expected of them to learn. The exit note activity became more meaningful to the pupils 
having altered the lessons. Pupil responses were more detailed on what they had taken from 
the lesson. Evidence of this is from a pupil’s response stating “I learned how to draw a real 
life view of a building”, which indicates a much deeper understanding of what was learned 
and not simply what they produced during the period. 
 
Using a fist to five technique to allow the pupils to voice their opinion regarding the plenary 
activity was useful as it gave an overall class insight to whether the pupils felt the plenary 
activities implemented throughout the enquiry had a beneficial impact on consolidating their 
learning in the period. Overall, the class responded positively with only 2 pupils holding up 
“threes”. The pupils in question were reluctant to fully engage with the plenary throughout 
the enquiry. 
 
Conclusions 
Introducing the exit note plenary activity greatly benefited the consolidation of pupils’ 
learning that period. Exit notes provide a constructive close to the lesson as pupils can reflect 
on one point that they have learned through a summarising sentence. An example of this 
would be the pupil’s response “I learned to draw using vanishing points”. With this, the pupil 
has identified a specific aspect of what they have learned, in this instance using a vanishing 
point is an evident new skill. 
Furthermore, there is a noticeable benefit to teachers in using a plenary. An analyses of pupil 
responses reveals that pupils did not have a firm grasp of the learning intentions which could 
have led to disengagement during the lesson. Thus, using a plenary aid teachers in preparing 
for future lessons, guaranteeing effective lessons. 
It must be noted that this practitioner enquiry was small scale, only spanning one month. It 
may be concluded that introducing a plenary activity into a lesson can support learners in 
reinforcing their learning, however, further enquiry would be required to validate this. 
 
Implications for Future Practice 200 
As stated in the conclusion, plenary activities are very effective at consolidating pupils’ 
learning during a period. Using the exit note tool did not vastly improve the engagement of 
pupils who require additional support, this leads to a question of whether an exit note tool 
should be differentiated to be more inclusive for all pupils. For a teacher, continuous use of 
sticky notes can become an expensive and unsustainable resource, further enquiry would be 



necessary to examine if there is a more reusable method of gathering pupil feedback for this 
plenary activity. It would be beneficial to pupils if an aspect of peer assessment could be 
implemented in plenary tasks in an attempt to further engage all pupils. 
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