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Rationale 

Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) promotes the use of cooperative learning within the 
classroom. Social and communication skills such as taking turns, listening to others and 
questioning and exploring need to be in place before this can work in a classroom. “Brunner 
(1990) suggests that the most sustained and productive conversations come from children 
working together. This encourages discussion and the development of ideas which are not 
dependent on adult intervention.” (Bryce, 2013, p. 357) This enquiry focussed on the 
cooperative learning strategy Think-Pair-Share. This means the teacher asks a question of the 
class. Each student is given time to write down their answer. Once they have their answers 
written down they pair-up with another student in the class where they can discuss their 
answers. After they have had a chance to discuss their answers amongst themselves, they 
share their answers with a larger group or the rest of the class. Teachers can circulate through 
the class, as students are paired in discussion, to determine comprehension of the subject 
matter, and with each team presenting their answer any lack of subject matter understanding 
will be identified. Beyond the minute-to-minute formative assessment benefits that the Think-
Pair-Share technique provides, it also helps put the students at the centre of their own 
learning. 

Aims 

As a group we hoped to see an improvement within the classes after using the strategy think-
pair-share. We hoped the children would become more confident at speaking out in front of 
the class and sharing their ideas. I planned on using this strategy during Interdisciplinary 
Learning lessons when the class were working in mixed ability groups. My intention was that 
having them working in mixed ability groups would allow them all to share ideas and hold 
discussions with others in the class that they might not normally work with.  

 

Methodology 

A think-pair-share document was created and this was introduced to the class as a way for 
them to keep notes on what they thought and what their partners thought. The first section is 
titled ‘think’. This is where the children had to write their own thoughts and opinions on the 
question they had been asked. The second box was titled ‘pair’ and they had to write down 
what their partner thought. I numbered these boxes 1-4, so they had to think of at least four 
things on their own and then share them with their partner. The final box was titled ‘share’. In 
this box the child had to write what they and their partner agreed on after discussing their 
thoughts and opinions. This was then shared with the rest of the class. This was a very formal 
method of Think-Pair-Share. Other times during class discussion I asked the children to 
discuss with their partner and give feedback and I took notes on this rather than have the 
children write it down. I used a mixture of the more formal and informal methods throughout 
the three weeks. 



Fig.1- Think, Pair Share sheet 
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Findings 

Findings were recorded after every session that I used the strategy. This varied from notes 
taken while children were speaking and notes the children took whilst they were discussing 
their ideas with their partner.  

Analysis revealed that the children did benefit from using this strategy within the classroom. 
A major part of this was that the children were working in mixed ability pairings. The highly 
able children were able to share their ideas with their partners which added depth to their 
learning and the other child within the partnership was given access to other ideas that they 
hadn’t thought of, which in turn gave them a better starting point for the lesson that followed.  

Analysis through use of an exit pass of the children’s attitude to this method identified that 
the majority of the children enjoyed using Think-Pair-Share and found it beneficial during 
lessons. 

 

Fig.2- Exit pass 



 

Emoji Exit Ticket 
Circle the Emoji(s) that reflects how you got on today in the lesson. Explain your reasons why… 

      

      

      

      

      

I chose this Emoji 

because  ……………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

Conclusions 

This research study addresses the think-pair-share cooperative learning technique and its 
effects on students’ confidence in their abilities and their willingness to participate in class 
discussion. The study found that students’ participation increased, the depth of explanations 
given by students increased, and students comfort and confidence when contributing to class 
discussion also increased. Boyd stated that class discussions stemming from group work 
created dialogue rather than just hearing one pupils answer or what the teacher thinks. (Boyd, 



2008, p. 132) This is an opportunity for the teacher to listen to some of the class who usually 
don’t speak out. Boyd also claims that many of the skills gained from cooperative learning 
are necessary in today’s workforce, such as problem solving and decision making skills. 
(Boyd, 2008, p. 142) I agree with this and using Think-Pair-Share with my class gave me the 
opportunity to hear from those children who wouldn’t normally speak out and it encouraged 
the children to hold discussions with their peers. 
 

Implications for Future Practice 

Continue to use think-pair-share throughout teaching and in daily practice. The sheet was 
time consuming and going forward it would be best use the strategy orally and just listen to 
the answers and discussions within the class. Encouragement should be given the pupils to 
share their learning in front of others and to learn from each other in a welcoming 
environment which scaffolds and shapes their learning and development. 
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