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Rationale 
The aim of the enquiry was to introduce the concept of Think-Pair-Share into the 
learning and teaching within the classroom and observe any benefits. Think-Pair- 
Share is a co-operative learning technique which involves presenting pupils with a 
task or question and giving them time to think individually (Sampsel, 2013). 
 
Aims  
The purpose of this enquiry was to: 
 

• Introduce and use Think-Pair-Share within the classroom setting and 
summarise the impact this had on teaching and learning 

• Develop confidence in answering and thinking by assigning designated 
partners 

• Present using Think-Pair-Share across the curriculum and its effect on pupil 
experiences. 

 
Methodology  
Over a period of four weeks I planned to introduce and use Think-Pair-Share across 
all areas of the curriculum, in particular Numeracy and I.D.L. The different 
experiences of using Think-Pair-Share allowed me to assess and observe how the 
technique was used by pupils and how they responded to a task or questioning and 
their ability to use a skill or technique across different curricular areas.  
 
The sample used was my class of 28 pupils which comprises of 17 girls and 11 boys. 
My assessment of the use of Think-Pair-Share was focused on the number of hands 
being put up as a signal of intent to answer a question or task.  
 
Findings  
Over the period of 4 weeks I found that the use of Think-Pair-Share and measurement 
of the hands up technique allowed the pupils to explore the learning in a different and 
focused way.  
 
Week 1  
 
The introduction of Think-Pair-Share was essential to the enquiry and the introduction 
of this technique provided a new platform and experience for pupils to think and 
feedback. The technique was used in one numeracy and one I.D.L lesson. 
 
Numeracy 
 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ prior to using 
technique  

Number of ‘Hands Up’ post use of 
technique 



8 18 
 
 
I.D.L  
 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ prior to using 
technique  

Number of ‘Hands Up’ post use of 
technique 

7 16 
 
 
Week 2  
 
To ensure the pupils became familiar with the technique of Think-Pair-Share I 
ensured I used the technique for both questioning and task based learning in two 
numeracy and two I.D.L lessons. Pupils were beginning to be comfortable with their 
designated partner and use of the technique. 
 
 Number of ‘Hands Up’ 

prior to using technique 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ 
post use of technique 

Numeracy Lesson 1 9 17 
Numeracy Lesson 2  8 20 
 
 Number of ‘Hands Up’ 

prior to using technique 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ 
post use of technique 

I.D.L Lesson 1 11 19 
I.D.L Lesson 2  10 23 
 
 
Week 3  
 
I continued to use the technique within two numeracy and two I.D.L lessons.  
 
 Number of ‘Hands Up’ 

prior to using technique 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ 
post use of technique 

Numeracy Lesson 1 12 20 
Numeracy Lesson 2  10 23 
 
 Number of ‘Hands Up’ 

prior to using technique 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ 
post use of technique 

I.D.L Lesson 1 15 24 
I.D.L Lesson 2  3 14 
 
Lesson 2 of the IDL sequence proved to be difficult for some pupils as the majority 
struggled with achieving the learning and completing the tasks.  
 
Week 4  
 
I decided to use the technique within two literacy and two P.E lessons this week to 
measure	the	outcome	in	a	different	type	of	lesson. 



 
 Number of ‘Hands Up’ 

prior to using technique 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ 
post use of technique 

Literacy Lesson 1 10 18 
Literacy Lesson 2  11 20 
 
 Number of ‘Hands Up’ 

prior to using technique 
Number of ‘Hands Up’ 
post use of technique 

P.E Lesson 1 15 24 
P.E Lesson 2  3 14 
 
 
Conclusions  

• Pupils were able to answer questions or complete task based work after using 
the technique with their designated partner. This shown that pupils were 
comfortable and gaining confidence in their ability to feedback or answer. 

• The number of hands up post use of the technique was higher than prior on all 
lessons and curricular areas. This demonstrated the benefit of using the 
technique to develop areas such as thinking skills, communicative skills and 
confidence. 

• Continued use of the technique allows pupils to become familiar with the 
learning process and allowed learning to be achieved. The continued use also 
allowed the transfer of the Think-Pair-Share skill to other curricular areas. 

 
 
Implications for Future Practice  
The results and process of my enquiry will be shared with my probationer group and 
colleagues within my current school. This enquiry has shown that the introduction of 
Think-Pair-Share within the classroom was both of benefit to the pupils and myself 
and that learning was being achieved, confidence was growing, thinking skills were 
developing and social skills were being developed. This highlights the benefits of the 
introduction and continued use of the technique within the classroom and has led me 
to ensure that I use this technique in my teaching and planning. I will continue to use 
this technique as an aid to my professional development throughout the remainder of 
the year and moving forwards in my career.  
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